Answer each question, and follow the arrows to create your MLA in-text citation. 
Does your source have a specific author(s)?

[image: ]Unless your source has its own numbered lines or paragraphs, you do not need to include anything else in your in-text citation:  For example, “quoted text” (Smith).   [image: ]
[bookmark: _GoBack]If your source does have numbered paragraphs or lines, add a comma and then place the abbreviation par. or the word lines and the number where that quote appears in the source, in parentheses:  For example, “quoted text” (Hill, par. 6-7).   [image: ]
Unless your source has its own numbered lines or paragraphs, you do not need to include anything else in your in-text citation:  
According to Jones, “quoted text.”     [image: ]            
If your source does have numbered paragraphs or lines, place the abbreviation par. or the word lines and the number where that quote appears in the source, in parentheses: 
According to Smith, “quoted text” (par. 2).         
According to Jones, “quoted text” (lines 2-8).                [image: ]
No
Add the page(s) where that quote appears in the source in parentheses: (Smith 62-63). [image: ]

For 1 author, Go to the end of the sentence.  Put the author’s last name in parentheses:
For example, “quoted text” (Smith).
For 2-3 authors, use commas and the word “and”: 
For example, “quoted text” (Smith, Jones, and Hill).
For 4 or more authors, mention the first author’s name and then use the abbreviation “et al.”:
For example, “quoted text” (Smith et al.). 


Does your source have page numbers?  
Yes
No
Have you already mentioned the author’s name(s) in the same sentence as the quote or paraphrase you are trying to cite?  
Include the page(s) where that quote appears: 
According to Smith, “quoted text” (65). 
[image: ]
Go to the end of the sentence.  Put the title of the source in both quotation marks AND parentheses.  
For example, “quoted text” (“Facts about Parrots”). 
If your source has page numbers, include that too: 
(“Facts about Parrots” 78). 

No
Yes
Yes
Does your source have page numbers?  
No
Yes
Have you already mentioned the title of the article, story, or specific web page in the same sentence as the quote or paraphrase you are trying to cite?  
No
Yes
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