A SHORT GLOSSARY OF USAGE
The following are commonly misused words or phrases. Many times, the problem is the result of using our daily, informal English in our formal writing. Any of the following usages that you can master will help your writing.

accept, except – Accept is a verb meaning “to take” or “to receive.” Except may be used as either a verb or (more commonly) a preposition. As a verb it means “to leave out”; as a preposition, it means “excluding.”
affect, effect – Affect is a verb meaning “to influence.” Effect may be used either as a verb or as a noun. As a verb, it means “to bring about” or “to accomplish” (much stronger than affect’s meaning); as a noun, it means the “result.” 
All right, Alright – This one is easy. There is no such standard English word as alright. 
amount, number – Use amount to refer to a singular word (e.g., amount of time); use number to refer to a plural word (e.g., number of books).

because – Use that, not because, after “The reason is…” or The reasons are....” (Example: The reason is that I forgot about it. The reasons are that I fell asleep and that I got there late.)

fewer, less – Use fewer if the word it modifies is plural (e.g., fewer players). Use less if the word it modifies is singular (e.gl, less patience).   

good, well – Good is always an adjective; well is most often an adverb. However, well is used as an adjective is these two specific ways: (1) to be in good health (e.g., She looked well after her operation); (2) to be satisfactory (e.g., All is well at the launch site.).
its, it’s – Use it’s when you are using a contraction of it is. Use its when you mean that something belongs to it. 
like, as – Phrases such as as if and as though are used as conjunctions to introduce subordinate clauses. However, though we often use it in informal, nonstandard spoken English, like should never be used to introduce such clauses (e.g. I feel as if [not like] I am getting sick.).
lie, lay – Use lie when the meaning is “rest” or “recline.” The past tense is lay (it just “happens” to be spelled and pronounced like the other verb). The past participle (used with a helping verb) is lain. Use lay when the meaning is “place something” or “put something down. Both the past tense and the past participle are laid. 
when, where – Do not use when  or where as a substitute for a noun in writing a definition. Wrong: A spoonerism is when you switch the beginning sounds of two words. Right: A spoonerism is a slip of the tongue in which the beginning sounds of two words are switched. 

Circle the correct expression in the following sentences.
1. He acts (as if, like) he does not like the song to which we are listening.
2. His lecture (affected, effected) my views on the subject.
3. The only reason we are protesting is (because, that) the regulations are unfair.

4. A faux pas is (when you violate, a violation of) acceptable social norms.

5. I wish the team would expand the (amount, number) of players allowed on the roster.

6. She sings too (good, well) to be an amateur singer.

7. The treasure (lay, laid) on the ocean bottom for 200 years.
8. Is it true that the Dodgers have (fewer, less) team members than the Yankees?
9. (Its, It’s) apparent that the dog doesn’t know (its, it’s) name.

10. I (accept, except) every proposal (accept, except) this last one.
