DEPENDENT CLAUSES

A clause is a group of words that includes a subject and a verb. There are two types of clauses: independent and dependent. An independent clause has a subject and verb and also expresses a complete thought. A dependent clause has a subject and a verb but does not express a complete thought, and it “depends” on an independent clause to exist. (It is like a parasite.) There are three types of dependent clauses: adjective, adverb, and noun.
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Adjective clauses are dependent clauses immediately following and describing nouns or pronouns, thus functioning as adjectives. Adjective clauses usually begin with the relative pronouns who, whom, whose, which, and that (sometimes, rarely, where or when). If the adjective clause is essential to identifying the noun or pronoun, do not set it off by commas. If it is not essential to identifying the noun or pronoun, set it off by commas. Examples: Mr. Smith, who is director of finances, spoke with us about the budget. The man who considers the good of others is usually a kinder person. I am familiar with the source which we used. An expert mariner was Captain Kellog, with whom we sailed on our third voyage. We traveled to the state where I was born. (Note: Sometimes, especially in everyday speech, we may have an understood relative pronoun opener: I left a message for the man I called. [There is an understood whom after man.]
Adverb clauses are dependent clauses describing verbs, adjectives or other adverbs. They answer the questions “how?” “when?” “where?” “why?” “to what extent?” and “under what condition?” Adverb clauses are often introduce by the subordinating conjunctions after, although, as, as if, as long as, as soon as, as though, because, before, if, in order that, provided that, since, so that, than, though, unless, until, when, whenever, where, wherever, and while. If an adverb clause ends the sentence, it is not set off by commas; otherwise, it is always set off by commas. Examples: Because we were weary, we packed up and left for home. The batter trotted around the bases after he blasted a 400-foot homerun. If you study hard, you will not regret it when you receive our diploma. He ran faster than I did.  Mrs. Cunningham, only after she had finished her assignment, gave a presentation. That test was easier than the previous test was.
Noun clauses are dependent clauses functioning as one of the five noun functions: subject, predicate nominative, direct object, indirect object, and object of preposition. Noun clauses, as do nouns, always answer the questions “who?” or “what?” Noun clauses are often introduced by such pronouns as that, who, whom, whose, what, whatever, whoever, and whomever. As was true with adjective clauses, sometimes you can have an understood pronoun opener when the noun clause comes after the main verb, as in He knew I was there.  Examples: As subject: That Abraham Lincoln was a meditative leader has been documented. As predicate nominative: His method of decision is whatever seems right to him at the moment. As direct object: Your answer implies that the party will be held at the lake. As indirect object: Will you give whoever shows up first the key to the cabin? As object of preposition: From what he said, I am not sure of the details of the plan.
*In the blank provided, identify the italicized dependent clauses as adjective (ADJ.), adverb (ADV.) or noun (N.).

_____1.  Bonnie called at 4:45 p.m. so that we would not forget to be at the meeting.

_____2. Whatever you want to do is all right with me.

_____3. The best movie I’ve ever seen was showing on TV last night.

_____4. Give me the answer that you got on that problem.
_____5. Because of what he told us, we were laughing so hard!

_____6.  The reason is he wanted to do it on his own.
_____7. The person with whom I lived for five years is visiting me this weekend.

_____8. I left because I had finished my work. 

_____9. The knowledge of what he had done bothered me for years.

_____10. He who appreciates his achievements is motivated to face the future.
